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DECISION  NOTICE 
and 

FINDING  OF  NO  SIGNIFICANT  IMPACT  f  FONSI^ 

PROPOSED  MDT/CSKT  LAND  EXCHANGE 
F-5-l(9)6 
MEPA  ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT 

PROPOSAL 

The  Montana  Department  of  Transportation  (MDT)  and  the  Confederated 
Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes  (CSKT)  proposed  an  exchange  of  property  as 
compensation  for  a  long-term  easement  for  the  Hoskin's  Landing  Wetland 
Mitigation  Site  in  Sanders  County,  Montana  and  to  facilitate  the 
implementation  of  other  ongoing  and  future  highway  projects  within  the 
Flathead  Indian  Reservation. 

MDT's  primary  goal  for  this  land  exchange  is  to  establish  an  agreement  with 
the  CSKT  to  provide  right-of-way  and/or  wetland  mitigation  areas  for 
reconstruction  of  U.S.  Highway  93  and  other  transportation  projects  within 
the  Flathead  Indian  Reservation. 

The  primary  goals  for  the  CSKT  in  participating  in  this  agreement  are  to 
acquire  land  holdings  within  the  Reservation  and  to  protect  the  cultural 
resources  found  on  MDT's  property  near  Perma  in  Sanders  County,  Montana. 

This  land  exchange  also  settles  MDT's  obligation  to  the  CSKT  under  the 
January  10,  2002  Deferred  Exchange  Agreement  that  allowed  MDT  to  use 
CSKT's  Hoskin's  Landing  property  near  Dixon  in  Sanders  County  as  a 
wetland  mitigation  site.  The  exchange  of  properties  is  also  consistent  with 
the  CSKT's  general  policies  of  acquiring  available  properties  on  the 
Reservation  and  consolidating  Tribal  landholdings.  The  CSKT  has  an  active 
policy  of  buying  back  fee  (private)  lands  on  the  Reservation  to  increase  its 
land  base. 

Further,  the  proposed  land  exchange  facilitates  implementation  of  future 
MDT  projects  within  the  Reservation.  The  land  exchange  establishes  a 
process  whereby  MDT's  excess  land  can  be  transferred  to  the  CSKT  for  Tribal 
trust  or  fee  lands  needed  for  construction/reconstruction,  rehabilitation  and 
widening,  resurfacing,  safety,  bridge  replacement  and  other  improvements 
associated  with  Montana's  highway  system. 

MDT  is  in  the  midst  of  efforts  to  reconstruct  U.S.  Highway  93  North  between 
Evaro  and  Poison.  Reconstruction  of  this  important  route  in  western 
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Montana  requires  additional  and  new  right-of-way  due  to  changes  in 
alignment  and  the  fundamental  design  of  the  highway.  Considerable 
amounts  of  the  land  needed  to  accommodate  the  reconstruction  of  U.S. 
Highway  93  must  come  from  within  the  Flathead  Indian  Reservation.  Other 
state  highway  routes  also  exist  within  the  Reservation.  Over  time, 
improvements  or  reconstruction  projects  along  these  routes  may  necessitate 
additional  right-of-way  from  the  CSKT.  This  land  exchange  is  essential  to 
the  reconstruction  of  U.S.  Highway  93  and  other  MDT  projects  within  the 
Reservation.  MDT  will  not  be  able  to  reconstruct  U.S.  Highway  93  or 
complete  its  other  projects  without  access  to  the  right-of-way  and  wetland 
mitigation  opportunities  that  are  provided  by  this  agreement. 

IMPLEMENTATION  OF  THE  LAND  EXCHANGE 

Excess  properties  MDT  owns  on  the  Flathead  Indian  Reservation  will  be 
transferred  to  the  CSKT  in  exchange  for  the  Hoskin's  Landing  Wetland 
Mitigation  Site  near  Dixon,  Montana  and  for  right-of-way  needed  for  ongoing 
and  future  highway-related  projects  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
Reservation.  This  land  exchange  will  be  implemented  with  a  ''ledger"  system 
whereby  MDT  will  identify  the  amount  and  value  of  Tribal  trust  or  fee  lands  it 
needs  for  right-of-way  and  wetland  mitigation  within  the  Reservation  for  its 
highway  projects.  The  CSKT  will  then  select  lands  of  equivalent  dollar-value 
from  MDT's  list  of  excess  properties  for  acquisition.  These  properties  will 
then  be  exchanged  between  MDT  and  the  CSKT  to  fulfill  their  respective 
needs.  The  ledger  of  MDT's  properties  and  their  values  will  be  kept  until 
MDT  completes  its  projects  within  the  Reservation  or  until  it  transfers  all  of 
its  available  excess  properties  to  the  CSKT. 

At  this  time,  not  all  of  MDT's  land  needs  on  the  Reservation  have  been 
specifically  identified.  MDT  will  identify  Tribal  land  requirements  for  right-of- 
way  and/or  wetland  mitigation  as  the  reconstruction  of  U.S.  Highway  93 
North  and  other  projects  develop. 

MDT  intends  to  complete  these  exchanges  and  associated  projects  within  ten 
years  of  approval  of  this  land  exchange.  Any  and  all  exchanges  will  be 
completed  on  a  dollar-for-dollar  basis  considering  the  appraised  value  of  the 
properties. 

This  property  transfer  requires  no  expenditures  from  MDT  or  CSKT  other 
than  the  staff  time  and  resources  necessary  to  administer  and  implement  the 
land  transfer  process.  In  the  event  that  MDT  completes  its  projects  on  the 
Flathead  Indian  Reservation  and  the  dollar-value  of  its  excess  lands 
transferred  to  the  CSKT  exceeds  the  dollar-value  of  the  lands  it  acquired,  the 
difference  would  be  paid  by  the  CSKT  to  MDT  at  the  end  of  the  ten-year 


2 


MDT/CSKT  Land  Exchange 


Decision  Notice  and  FONSI 


period  following  approval  of  this  agreement. 
LEGAL  AUTHORITY 

Jurisdiction  for  land  exchanges  involving  state  agencies  is  provided  in  the 
Montana  Constitution,  Article  X,  Section  11(4)  and  in  Title  60,  Chapter  4, 
Section  201,  Montana  Code  Annotated  (M.C.A.) 

Legal  authority  for  the  CSKT  to  participate  in  a  land  exchange  is  provided  by 
25  U.S.C.,  Chapter  24,  Section  2203  "Adoption  of  land  consolidation  plan 
with  approval  of  Secretary"  which  allows  tribes  to  exchange  lands  for  the 
purpose  of  consolidating  tribal  landholdings. 

Further  justification  for  this  proposed  agreement  is  provided  by  the 
Memorandum  of  Agreement  (MOA)  regarding  reconstruction  of  U.S.  Highway 
93  between  Evaro  and  Poison  signed  by  the  FHWA,  MDT  and  the  CSKT  on 
December  12,  2000.  The  MOA  stated  that  these  groups  would  ''continue  to 
work  cooperatively  in  order  to  achieve  physical  construction  of 
improvements  to  US-93  that  meet  the  needs  of  each  party  government  and 
that  are  in  the  best  interest  of  the  traveling  public,  the  residents  of  the 
Flathead  Indian  Reservation,  and  the  members  of  CSKT." 

ALTERNATIVES  ANALYSIS 

In  accordance  with  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act  (MEPA)  Title  75, 
Chapter  1  of  Montana  Code  Annotated  (M.C.A.),  MDT  analyzed  several 
alternatives  to  this  exchange,  including  the  alternative  of  taking  no  action. 
As  described  in  the  Environmental  Assessment  (EA)  document,  the  No  Action 
Alternative  represents  a  continuation  of  the  present  situation.  MDT  rejected 
the  No  Action  Alternative  because  it  would  have  required  the  agency  to  seek 
other  suitable  replacement  land  for  the  Hoskin's  Landing  Wetland  Mitigation 
Site  to  comply  with  the  January  10,  2002  Deferred  Exchange  Agreement 
between  MDT  and  the  CSKT.  MDT  would  also  have  needed  to  acquire  other 
lands  within  the  Flathead  Indian  Reservation  through  outright  purchases  of 
land  or  by  other  means  to  accommodate  land  needs  for  U.S.  Highway  93 
North  reconstruction  and  other  highway  projects.  The  EA  described  the 
difficulties  involved  in  such  acquisitions  and  presented  valid  reasons  for 
rejecting  such  efforts.  Moreover,  the  No  Action  Alternative  would  have 
prevented  the  CSKT  from  increasing  its  land  base  within  the  Flathead  Indian 
Reservation  and  from  acquiring  ownership  of  the  Perma  pictograph  site— a 
property  the  Tribes  consider  to  be  culturally  significant. 

MDT  decided  to  implement  the  Preferred  Alternative— or  Proposed  Action— 
because  it  helps  settle  a  prior  agreement  with  the  CSKT  and  facilitates  its 
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projects  in  the  Flathead  Indian  Reservation.  The  Preferred  Alternative  was 
also  selected  because  it  avoids  the  complications  presented  by  the  No  Action 
Alternative  and  other  land  acquisition  options  considered  by  MDT. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  ANALYSIS 

The  EA  exannined  the  potential  direct,  indirect  and  cumulative  environmental 
effects  of  implementing  the  Preferred  Alternative  and  the  No  Action 
Alternative— including  both  the  physical  and  human  environments.  It  was 
determined  in  the  EA  that  the  land  exchange  will  have  few  direct  impacts  on 
the  environment  because  only  the  ownership  of  the  involved  lands  would 
change.  In  addition,  the  EA  determined  that  the  land  exchange  would  not 
result  in  significant  cumulative  impacts  on  the  environment;  involve  potential 
risks  or  adverse  effects  which  are  uncertain  but  extremely  hazardous  if  they 
were  to  occur;  or  have  the  potential  to  cause  impacts  that  would  be 
hazardous  to  human  health  or  the  environment.  The  land  exchange  will  not 
conflict  with  the  substantive  requirements  of  any  local,  state,  or  federal  law, 
regulation,  standard  or  formal  plan  and  will  not  establish  a  precedent  or 
likelihood  that  future  actions  with  significant  environmental  impacts  will  be 
proposed. 

Substantial  controversy  about  the  nature  of  the  impacts  of  this  land 
exchange  has  not  materialized  and  is  not  expected  to  occur.  Neither  MDT's 
scoping  activities  for  the  EA  nor  its  subsequent  public  involvement  efforts 
generated  significant  interest  from  area  landowners,  the  general  public  or 
government  agencies.  In  fact,  MDT  received  no  formal  public  comments  as 
a  result  of  its  public  involvement  efforts— which  included  distribution  of  the 
EA  to  the  appropriate  federal,  state,  local  and  Tribal  authorities,  newspaper 
articles,  legal  notices  and  a  public  meeting. 

PUBLIC  PROCESS 

Legal  Notices  and  Mailings 

The  appropriate  federal,  state  and  local  agencies,  including  state  legislators, 
were  notified  of  the  proposed  land  exchange  by  mail  in  July,  2003.  The 
actual  MEPA  document,  Environmental  Assessment  for  MDT/CSKT  Land 
Exchange  F-5-l(9)6  was  completed  and  distributed  on  November  7,  2003  to 
the  appropriate  federal,  state,  county  and  local  agencies. 
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A  notice  of  the  document's  availability  was  published  as  a  legal  notice 
(Attachment  A)  in  the  following  newspapers  as  early  as  November  13,  2003: 

The  Missoulian— Missoula/Missoula  County 
Lake  County  Leader— Poison/Lake  County 

Requests  for  the  notice  to  be  published  in  the  Sanders  County  Ledger— 
Thompson  Falls/Sanders  County  were  made  by  mail,  electronic  mail  and 
telephone.  However,  MDT  received  no  confirmation  that  the  notice  was 
published  in  this  newspaper. 

The  legal  notice  mentioned  the  availability  of  the  environmental  document 
on  web  sites  of  MDT  and  Robert  Peccia  &  Associates  (RPA— MDT's  consultant 
for  the  land  exchange)  and  other  locations  including  MDT  and  CSKT  offices 
and  the  Montana  State  Library.  The  legal  notice  also  included  an 
announcement  of  the  date,  time  and  location  of  the  public  meeting  regarding 
the  land  exchange  that  was  held  on  December  4,  2003. 

News  Articles 

A  news  release  announcing  the  availability  of  the  EA  document  and  the 
scheduling  of  the  December  4  public  meeting  was  sent  to  the  Missoulian 
(Missoula),  Lake  County  Leader  (Poison),  Char-Koosta  News  (Ronan)  and  the 
Sanders  County  Ledger  (Thompson  Falls).  MDT  received  confirmation  that 
one  of  these  newspapers— 7/76  M/sso^//a/?— published  a  story  about  the 
proposed  land  exchange  (Attachment  B).  Personal  conversations  with 
reporters  from  the  Lake  County  Leader  and  Char-Koosta  News  indicated  that 
these  newspapers  also  published  stories  about  the  proposed  exchange  but 
MDT's  requests  for  copies  of  them  were  unanswered. 

Websites 

The  EA  document  was  made  available  on  both  the  MDT  and  RPA  websites 
(www.state.mt.us,  www.rpa-hln.com)  on  November  7,  2003. 

Public  Meeting 

A  public  meeting  to  discuss  the  proposed  land  exchange  was  held  December 
4,  2003  at  the  elementary  school  gymnasium  in  St.  Ignatius,  Montana  from 
6:00  to  8:00  p.m. 

The  meeting  was  attended  by  seven  public  citizens.  Mark  Lambrecht  and 
Trish  Jensen  from  RPA  (MDT  contractors)  facilitated  the  meeting  while  Joe 
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Hovenkotter  spoke  for  the  CSKT  and  Loran  Frazier,  Greg  Hahn,  Shane  Mintz 
and  Greg  Pizzini  represented  MDT. 

Mark  Lambrecht  opened  the  meeting  at  6:00  p.m.  with  an  introduction  of 
those  in  attendance  and  delivered  a  brief  PowerPoint  presentation  on  the 
purpose  and  need  for  the  proposed  exchange.  He  also  explained  the 
environmental  analysis  that  was  completed  and  the  process  for  public 
involvement  and  approval  of  the  project. 

Ms.  Betty  Marquart  of  Charlo,  Montana  asked  two  questions  that  were 
specific  to  reconstruction  of  U.S.  Highway  93  North  rather  than  the  proposed 
land  exchange.  Joe  Hovenkotter  offered  to  speak  with  her  about  her 
concerns  about  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting. 

Ms.  Sandra  Stevens  of  Ronan  asked  whether  or  not  the  agreement  included 
exchanges  of  entire  parcels.  Mark  Lambrecht  explained  that  the  proposal 
would  exchange  the  parcels  listed  on  MDTs  excess  lands  table  provided  in 
the  EA  in  their  entirety.  Loran  Frazier,  MDT  Missoula  District  Administrator, 
added  that  state  regulations  require  MDT  to  obtain  fair  market  value  for  their 
excess  lands— thus  preventing  ''acre-for-acre"  exchanges.  Mr.  Frazier 
continued  his  point  by  saying  that  the  exchange  allows  MDT  to  build  U.S. 
Highway  93  without  diminishing  the  Tribe's  landholdings.  Greg  Pizzini 
followed  this  statement  by  clarifying  that  the  exchange  only  deals  with  Tribal 
lands  owned  in  fee  or  trust— not  lands  owned  by  individuals. 

No  formal  comments  on  the  proposed  land  exchange  were  received  at  the 
public  meeting. 

Mark  Lambrecht  closed  the  meeting  at  approximately  8:00  p.m. 

The  December  15,  2003  deadline  for  public  comments  was  announced  at  the 
public  meeting  and  in  the  legal  notices  and  newspaper  articles.  No  public 
comments  were  received  by  mail,  email  or  telephone. 
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DECISION 

Based  on  the  analysis  in  the  Environmental  Assessment  and  applicable  laws, 
regulations  and  policies,  we  have  determined  that  this  action  will  not  have  a 
significant  effect  on  the  natural  or  human  environment  and  therefore,  will 
implement  the  proposed  action.  The  consequences  of  this  proposed  land 
exchange  are  below  the  level  of  significance  warranting  the  preparation  of  an 
Environmental  Impact  Statement.  Therefore,  an  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  will  not  be  prepared  for  this  proposed  land  exchange. 

The  Environmental  Assessment  made  available  for  public  review  on 
Noyeff^ber  7,  2003  will  be  accepted  (with  the  above  modifications,  comments 
an^  responses)  as  the  Final  Environmental  Assessment. 


The  Final  EA  and  this  Decision  Notice  and  FONSl  may  be  viewed  or  obtained 
at: 


Robert  Peccia  &  Associates,  Inc. 
825  Custer  Avenue 
Helena,  MT  59604 
(406)  447-5000 
www.rpa-hln.conn 


MDT 

2701  Prospect  Ave. 
Helena,  MT  59620 
(406)  444-9262 
www.mdt.state.mt.us 
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A.  Legal  Notices 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  PUBLICATION 


State  of  Montana 


County  of  Lake 


AiTianda  Symington,  being  first  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
that  she  is  Clerk  of  the  Lake  County  Leader,  a 
nev-'spaper  of  general  circulation,  published  and  printed 
in  Poison,  Lake  County,  Montana,  and  that  the  attached 
notice  has  been  correctly  published  in  the  regular  and 
entire  issue  of  ever^^  number  of  said  paper  for  one  (i) 
week,  commencing  on  the  thirteenth  (13th)  day  of 
November,  2003. 


Signe. 


Stibscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  Noveinber,  2003 


Notary'  Public  for  the  State  of  Montana,  residing  at  Charlo. 
i  My  commission  expires  May  05,  2004. 


jrsuant  tathe  Montana  -Environmental  P6licy 
^  jt,  an  EnvironmentaJ  Assessment  (EA)  has  been 

e^ed  for  a  proposed  land  exchange  tjetween 
^^A||ena  Department  of  Transportation  (MDT) 
^^^Honfederated  Sallsh  and  Kootenai  Tribes 

le  proposed  land  exchange  would  transfer 
'.cess  MDT  tracts  to  the  CSKT  in  exchange  tor 

•Tent  I^DT  obtained  from  the  CSKT  to 
a  wetland  on  48,23  acres  at  Hoskinis 
near  Dixon  in  Sanders  County.  The 
would  also  cover  future  easements 
toss' CSKT  lands  needed  for  reconstryction  of 
^S.;HjS'T*y3y  83  between  Evaro  and  Poison  and 
^j|ith^iway  projects. 

^^^^Bsed  Ian 

^^^^Wrth  a  ledg 


sed  land  exchange  would  be  imple- 
ledger  system  whereby  f^DT  would 
;ntify  the  amount  and  value  of  lands  it  needs  tor 
^lil-of-way  and  wetland  mitigation  within  the 
ndian  Reservation  lor  its  highway  pro- 
CSKT  would  then  select  lands  of  equiv- 
value  from  MDTis  list  of  excess  prop- 
quisition  and  the  respective  properties 
luld  tie  exchanged.  The  ledger  of  MDTis  prop- 
and  their  values  would  be  kept  until  MDT 
rrsiajes  its  projects  within  the  Reservation  or 
■g^HLstdi«-all  of  the  followiog^roperties  to 


Rank 

Paft»l  Name 
Route/Mile 
Location 
Acres 

Appraised  Value 


Perma  Pictographs 
MT  200/95 

Government  Lot  3,  S36,  T19N,  R24W 

43.89 

$57,057 


Pemna  Quarry 
MT  200/95 

NE1/4NW1/4,  S36.  T19N,  R24W 

40.00 

$235,000 


Perma  Lands/North 
MT  200/95 

Government  Lots  1,2,4  &  NW1/4,  S36,  T19N, 

R24W 

129  46 

$193,443 


Perma  Lands/South 
MT  200/95 

Q6vemmenl  Lots  9,10,11,12  8  S1/2SE1/4; 
Perma  Townsite  Lots  1,2,6  Block  1,  Lots  3-6 
Block  2,  Lots  6-8,  15-17  Block  5,  Lots  1-8  Block 
6;  S36.  T19N,  R24W 


•Schley  Creek 
US  93/11 

SE1/4,  NE1/4,  S6,  T15N,  R19W 

1.75 

$5,000 


Schley  Gravel  Pit 
US  93/11 

SE1/4,  NE1/4,  S6,  T15N,  R19W 

1:05 

$4,000 


Melita  Is.  Overtook 
US  93/71 

S26,  T24N,  R21W 

3.44 

$10,000 


Round  Butte  Rd.#1 
S211/7 

S35,  T21N,  R21W 

0.44 

$1,000 


Round  Butte  Rd.#2 

S211/6.8 

S2,  T20N,  R21W 

0.90 

$25,000 


The  first  tour  pnsperties'  on  !hq  excess  lands 
listonear  Perma,  Sanders  County6were  obtained 
by  MDT  from  a  prior  land  exchange  with  the 
Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and 
Conservation.  The  remaining  properties  on  the 
list  were  acquired  by  MDT  in  the  course  of  other 
highway  projects. 

The  purpose  of  the  EA  is  to  infonn  all  interested 
governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individu- 
als of  the  proposed  action  and  to  determine 
whether  or  not  the  action  may  have  a . significant 
effect  on  the  phi«ical  or  human  environment 
Copies  of  the  EA  are  available  for  review  at  the 
following  locations: 

MDT,  2701  Prospect  Avenue,  Helena,  MT  59620; 
CSKT,  PO  Box  278,  Highway  93  N,  Pablo,  MT 
59855; 

Montana  State  4Jbrary,  1515  E  Sixth  Avenue, 
Helena,  MT  59620; 

Sanders  County,  PO  Box  519,  Thompson  Falls, 
MT  59873; 

Lake  County,  106  4th  Avenue  East,  Poison,  MT 
59860;  and 

Missoula  County,  200  W.  Broadway,  Missoula,  MT 
59802.  ■ 

This  document  is  also  available  for  review  on  the 
following  websites:  HYPERLINK  "http://wvifw.rpa- 
hln.com'  www.rpa-hln.com  and  HYPERLINK 
"  h  1 1  p  :  /  / w  w  w  .  m  d  t  .  s  t  a  t  e  .  m  t  .  u  s  " 
www.mdt.Etate.mt.us. 

Comments  on  this  document  and  the  proposed 
land  exchange  may  t>e  submitted  to  the  address 
at  the  bottom  of  this  letter  by  Monday,  December 
15,2003. 


A  public  meeting  to  discuss  the  proposed, Jarid 
exchange  wili  be  held  Thitrs«tey,^Cte(3e«nher,4, 

2003  at  the  St.  Ignatius  elementary  school  gyrnn^, 
slum  at  6:00  p.m:  The  elementary  school.e  locat- 
ed at  the  comer  of  4th  and  Blaine  Streets  fn 
Ignatius.  t  .  ■ 

For  more  infomnation  on  the  land  exchange  pt% 
posal  or  to  provide  your  comments,  contact 
Mark  LambrechI 
Environmental  Planner 
Robert  Peccia  S  Associates,  Inc. 
PO  Box  5653 
Helena,  MT  59604 
(406)447-5000 

"mailto:markl@rpa-hln.com'  markl@rpa-hln.com 
"http://vifww.rpa-hln.com"  www.rpa-hln.com 
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154.27 
$257,500 


I  to  the  Mortena  Emronmertal  an  Envinximenld 

«d  bnd  OKhange  beiween  tt>e  ftortana  Departnert  of 
Safish  and  Kootenai  T*es{Cag5.  "eparanemo. 


CEA)  has  been  prepared  te 
MTT)  and  the  -Confcdeiat^ 


obtained  from  Ihe  CSKT  to  consbucJ  a  w^iand  on  4893  am»;  at  Ho^v  i  «Msjsenieni  mui 

County.  T>»«ransie,v«xidafeoc«^tuJ^e^^^.^t^^^^^ 
93 between  E^andft^and^^:^^;^'-^ 

propate  to  acquisition  and  the  respedwpropeife  The  ledoer  of  Mnr.=  ™n^^ 


Location 

Acres 

Apprised 
Value 

1 

MT20(M95 

GoioTTOrt  Lot  3,  S36 
T19N,R24W 
NE1/4WV1/4.S36,T19N, 
R24W 

2 

FtemraCkcny 

4339 
4OJ00 

$5W57 
$235^00 

4 

fteme 
Landsfl<far#i 

FtentB 

Gtwomiert  Lots  1 « 
NW1/4,S36,T19N,  R24W 

129.46 

'$193,443 

Lands/Soi* 
Schley  Creek 

Mr20(V95 
US  93/11 

<3»«En»nert  Lots  9,10,1 1,12  « 
Sl/2SEl/4;Ffenna 
lbi«nateljDb1A6Bkx*l  • 
L£te3«aock2,Latsee,  ' 
15-17Bbck5,Lcj|s1-8 
Bkxk6;  836,  T19N,  R24W 
SE1/4,NE1/4,S6,T15H 
R19W 

SE1/4,N£1/4,S6,T15N, 
ff19W 

S26,T24N,R21W 
S35,721N,R21W 
S2,T20N,  R21W 

154.27 

$»7,500 

\ 

e 

« 
9 

Schley  Grawel  Pa 

MeBak 
Oweriook 
nuidBute 

RamdBuUe 
*1#2 

AJS  93/11 

US93r71 

S211/7 

S211/BB 

1.75 
IDS 
a44 
0.44 
090  , 

$5,000 

$4,000 

$10flOO 

$1flOO 

^000 

 ''*«****a™Dep»tmentrf  Natural  KesoiTOesaidG 

on  the  Sst  were  acquked  MOT  in  the  course  of  c««  K^««ay  projects 
Thepj^««eritheEABtDi^ 


Copies     the  EA  are  avai^  for  review  at  the  folowing  bcrfions- 

'  MDT,  2701  Prospect  Aversie,  Hdena.  MT  59620; 

•  CSKT,  PO  Box  278,  Highway  93  N,  Pablo,  MT  59855- 

•  Montana  State  L&rao-,  1515  E  Sixth  Avenue,  Helena  MT  59620- 

•  Sanders  County,  PO  Box  51 9,  Thon^json  FaBs,  MT  59873- 

•  Lake  County.  106  4th  Avenue  Ea^  Poison.  MT  59860- and 
•*6ssoula  County,  200  W. Broadway.  Misso^  MT 59802. 

^^^^avaiabfeto.^.ewonthetoW,gwete,tes:.,,.^^  ^  • 

Fbrrnoreinfornraljon  on  the  land  exchangeproposal  ortopDvide  your  comments  co^ 

Mark  Lambrecht 

Environmertta)  Planner 

Robert  Peccia  *  Associates,  Inc. 

PO  Box  5653 

Helena.  MT  59604 

(406)447-5000 

markJ@ipa-tilrLCom 

wwwjpa-hln.coni 
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PROOF  OF  PUBLICATION 


Amy    White,     being     first    duly    sworn    deposes    and    says,     that     the    above    named    is  a 
representative  of  THE  MISSOULIAN,   the  publishers  of  The  Missoulian,   a  daily  newspaper 
of  general  circulation,  printed  and  published  in  the  City  of  Missoula,   County  of  Missoula, 
State  of  Montana,    and  that  the  subjoined  tj^    \  3-^1  j  rioLA^/i    '0)(  (lh(XAU^i  . 

copy  of  which  as  printed  is  hereto 
attached,   was     printed  and  published 
in  the  regular  and  entire  issue  of 
said  paper  MISSOULIAN 
For  successive  weeks. 


0 


commencing  on  the  i 1 |)rX-  day  of  2003 
and  printed  and  published  on  the 
Following  dates  thereafter,   to  wit 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 
County  of  Missoula  ) 


On  th 


day  of 


before  me,   a  notary  public  in  and 
for  said  state,  personally  appeared 
Amy  White,   known  to  me  to  be 
the  person  whose  name  is  subscribed 
to  the  within  instrument  and 
acknowledged  to  me  that  she  executed 

SANDRA  L.  DAVIS 

the  same.  ^  v  jl^ 


Notary  Public  for  the  State  of  Montana 

Residing  at  Missoula,  Montana 

My  commission  expires         •- <^-0  ^0 


PUisuanl  to  the  Montana  EnwronmefSal  Fbic^  Act,  an  Em(^^ 

a  pniposed  land  exchange  bebweefl  <he  Montana  Department  of  Transportalian  MTT)  and  8ie  Cortedeiated 
Salishand  Kootena  Tnbes  (CSKI). 

^}he  proposed  lard  exchar^  vwxid  bsisfef  excess  M  DT  tacts  to  the  CSKT  n 

;ob«zined  from  the  CSKT  to  construct  a  wetland  on  4823  acres  at  ttodori's  lancing  near  Dixon  in  Sanders 
County.  The  transfer  would  also  cover  tjture  easements  across  CSKT  lands  needed  for  lecorBtruction  of  U.S. 
rtg^Tway  93  baween  Evaro  arid  Poison  »)d  for  other  highway  projects. 

'Rte  fxoposed  land  exchange  woiid  be  implefnerfted  with  a  ledger  system  whereby  MDT  would  ident^  tfe 
aTKXJTTt  axJ  vdue  of  lands  it  needs  for  right^jf-w^  and  wetland  rtiitigalkm  within 

far  te  highway  prijects.  The  CSKT  wrXJd  then  select  lands  rfeqim*rtdo8ar-iralue  from  MDTsSst  of  ex^^ 
properties  for  acqueition  and  the  respective  properties  would  be  exchanged.  The  ledger  cf  MDTs  properties 
aid  ttieir  vdues  would  be  kgjt  untS  MOT  compMes  its  projects  vvith^ 
flieloBowingpn^pertiestolhBGSKT:  ' 


Rank 

Parcel  Name 

Route/Mile 

Location 

Aaes 

Appraised 
tahie 

MT20Q/95 

Gowemment  Lrt  3,  S36, 

Fterma  Pfcto^aphs 

T19N,R24W 

4389 

^^57 

2 

Fterma  Quarry 

MT20(V^ 

NE1/4NW1M,S36.T19M, 

Fe24W 

4000 

$235,000 

3 

Landsfl>Jdrth 

MT20Qfl95 

Govemmenf  Ids  i;2,4  & 

NW1 M,  S36,  T1 9N,  R24W 

129.46 

$193,443 

Lands/Soi* 

MT200/95 

GowEmmerS  lots  9,10^1 1 ,1 2  « 

154J27 

$S7500 

S1/2SE1/4;ftnra  . 

Tbwn^  Lots  1 ,2^  Bbck  1 , 

Late  3«  Blot*  2,  Lots  66,  , 

15-17  Bock  5,  Ixts  3-8 

Blocks;  S36,T1 9tvJ,R24W 

5 

"ScHeyCTEek 

US93/11 

SE1/4,NE1/4.S6.T15N, 

R19W 

1.75 

$5X)00 

B 

ScHeyGiH-elRl 

US  93^11 

SE1/4,NE1/4,S6,Tja«4. 

;R19W 

1D5 

$4,000 

7 

Meftais. 

Overlook 

US  93^71 

S26,T24N,R21W 

a44. 

$10j000 

e 

fiomdBiite 

S211/7 

S35,T21N,R21W 

0.44  : 

$1,000 

HomdButte 

«  1 

Rd#2 

S211/a8 

S2,T20N,R21W 

OSG 

$»JOOO 

Ihe  4ir^  four  properties  cin  the  excess  laricis  tst-fies^T^erina,  SaridersX^ou^ 

arid  eoochange  with  ttie  Monftaria  OepartiTient  of  Natud  Resources  arid  CoiiservafKMi.  TheremairwigpropertieG 
an.ihe  fcl  were  acqured     MOT  in  the  ixHHse  trf  oltier  tighway  pri^ecls. 


te<jpupose  of  the  EA  is  to  inform  aB  interested  grwemmental  a9erK3es,pubtc  gnx^as-orincividuais  of  Hie 
profusad  ac:tion  and  to  d^ernsrie  wfiether  or  not  the  action  may  fiaye  a  sigraScarfl  effect  on  Hie  pfiyscal  or 
hunran-erwirorHnent 

Ckipaes  of  tfie  EA  are  avdable  for  review  at  file  folovvng  kxalions: 

•  MOT,  2701  Prospect  Avenue;  Mdena,  MT  59620;  ' 

•  CSKT,  PO  Box  278,  Highway  93^^,  Pabto,  MT  59855; 

•  Montana  State  Library,  1515  E  Sixth  Avenue,  Helena,  MT  59620; 

•  Sanders  County,  PO  Box  51 9, Thompson  Falls,  MT  59873; 

•  take  County,  1 06  4th  Avenue  East,  Poison,  MT  59860;  and 

•  Missoula  County,  200  W.  Broadway,  Missoula,  MT  59802. 

Ifiis  document  is  also  avaBafale  for  review  on  tfie  folowjiQ  websales:  wwwjpa4iln.coni  and 
wwwandtstale/nLus  v;> 
Donmerts  on  this  document  and  the  proposed  land  exchange  maybe  siindted  to  the  adcbess  at  tt>e  bcdtom 
)f«»lB0erbyMond^,December15,200a  ,  .       '-  ' 

K  pubtc  meeting  to  discuss  tlie  proposed  land  exchange  wfl  be  held  Thursday,  December  4,  2003  <d  ttte  St. 
gnaliuB  elementary  school  gymnasium  at  6:00  pm  The  element£ey  scfiool  is  located  at  the  comei  d  'Ath  and 
Saine  SbeetB  aiSLjgnatius.  J  '  '   '  ' 

^br  mcire  riforrnation  on  tfie  land  exchange  proposal  or  to  priwide  your  commerils,cor^^ 

WarktambrBcht 

Enwronmenta!  Planner 

{Robert  Peccia  &  Associates,  Inc. 

PO,fic»5653  ' 

rldena,  MT  59604. 

;4(»)  447t5000 

iiarid@ipa-filn.com 

wwwipa-hlactHn 
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MDT/CSKT  Land  Exchange 


Decision  Notice  and  FONSI 


B.  News  Articles 


my 


Montana 

Montana  Press  Clipping  Service 
Expedition  Block 
825  Great  Northern  Boulevard  —  Suite  202 
Q    rffyp   Helena,  Montana  59601 
17    al'Ju  406-443-2850 


The  Missoulian 
Missoula,  Montana 


Comment  sought  on  93  constructiQn 


By  JOHN  STROMNES 

.    ^     of  the  Missoulian 

ST.  IGNATIUS  -  A  hearing 
has  been  scheduled  for  the 
public  to  comment  on  a  land 
exchange  vital  to  the 
reconstruction  of  U.S.  Highway 
93  through  the  Flathead 
Reservation.- 

Tlie  public  can  comment  on 
the  exchange  between  the  state 
and  the  Confederated  Salish 
and  Kootenai  Tribes  on  Dec.  4 
in  St.  Igatius. 

The  Montana  Department  of 
Transportation  is  committed  to 
the  exchange,  the  preferred 
alternative  in  its  environmental 
impact  statement. 

"Not  implementing  the 
exchange  would  cause  a 
significant  obstacle  to 
implementing  future  highway 
projects  within  Rathead  Indian 
Reservation,  including  the 
planned  reconstruction  of  U.S. 
Highway  93  North.  This 
proposed  land  exchange  is 
essential  to  its  reconstruction," 
the  MDT  said  in  the 
assessment. 


Construction  of  some  -  ' 
segments  of  the  highway  project 
are  scheduled  to  begin  early  ' 
next  year.  Discussions  of  the  :  ?  - 
project  have  been  going  on  for  ^ 
more  than  20  years. 

The  public  meeting  will  be  at 
6  p.m.  at  the  St.  Ignatius 
Elementary  School  gymnasium 
on  the  comer  of  4th  and  Blaine 
streets.  Copies  of  the  EIS  are 
available  for  review  at  MDT 
offices  in  Helena  and  in  the 
local  offices  in  county  seats  of 
Lake,  Sanders  and  Missoula 
counties,  at  the  Confederated 

Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribal 

Headquarters  in  Pablo,  and  on 

the  Internet  at  www.rpa-hln.com 

or  www.mdt.state.mt.us. 

;    Although  the  state  agency 

has  rejected  all  other 

altematives  except  the  one  it  - 

prefers,  this  does  not  mean  that 

the  land  exchange  is 

guaranteed,  said  Gary  Hahn, 

right-of-way  operations 

manager  for  the  MDT  in 

Helena.  - 

It  is  possible,  though 

unlikely,  that  new  information 


exampi 

PuW^^^^iit  will  be 
accepted  ihlroUgb  Monday^  Dec. 
15,  Address  comments  to  Mark 
Lambrecht,  Robert  Peccia  and 
Associates,  P.O.  Box  653   ,  ' 
Helena,  MT59604,:i?r  .call ' 
at  (406)  447-500D|^ 
markl@rpa-hln.c6rB' 
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Headwaters 


News  ^®  Fiockies 
~  for  November  19, 
2003  - 


Utah  firm  yields  to 
pressure,  won't 
pursue  hotter  nuclear 
waste 
-  Salt  Lake  Tribune 


Lobbyists  push 
private  prisons  for 
Arizona 

~  Arizona  Republic 


BLM  still  crafting  plan 
for  drilling  on  key 
Colorado  plateau 

—  Boulder  Daily 
Camera  (AP) 


Colorado 

congressman's  'green 
bonds'  will  pay  off  for 
contributors 

—  Denver  Post 


Agency  proposes  13 
million  acres  in  four 
states  as  endangered 
owl  habitat 

—  Santa  Fe  New 

Mexican  (AP) 


-More  endangered 
species  news  in  our 
Environment 
section. 


Navajo  president 
says  energy  bill 
threatens  tribes 
--  Arizona  Daily  Sun 


-More  on  the 
energy  bill  in  our 


Montana/ Regional 


Comment  sought  on  93  construction 
By  JOHN  STROr^NES  of  tfie  Missoulian 


ST.  IGNATIUS  -  A  hearing  has  been  scheduled  for  the  public  to  comment  on  a  land  exchange  vi 
reconstruction  of  U.S.  Highway  93  through  the  Flathead  Reservation. 

The  public  can  comment  on  the  exchange  between  the  state  and  the  Confederated  Salish  and  V 
Tribes  on  Dec.  4  in  St.  Igatius. 

The  [Montana  Department  of  Transportation  is  committed  to  the  exchange,  the  preferred  altern; 
environmental  impact  statement. 


"Not  implementing  the  exchange  would  cause 
a  Significant  obstacle  to  implementing  future 
highway  projects  within  Flathead  Indian 
Reservation,  including  the  planned 
reconstruction  of  U.S.  Highway  93  North.  This 
proposed  land  exchange  is  essential  to  its 
reconstruction,"  the  MDT  said  in  the 
assessment. 


footing  ^ 


Corpet 
Vinyl 

Ceramic  TSIe 


Construction  of  some  segments  of  the 
highway  project  are  scheduled  to  begin  early 
next  year.  Discussions  of  the  project  have 
been  going  on  for  more  than  20  years. 

The  public  meeting  will  be  at  6  p.m.  at  the  St. 
Ignatius  Elementary  School  gymnasium  on 
the  corner  of  4th  and  Blaine  streets.  Copies  of 
the  EIS  are  available  for  review  at  MDT 
offices  in  Helena  and  in  the  local  offices  in 
county  seats  of  Lake,  Sanders  and  Missoula 
counties,  at  the  Confederated  Salish  and 
Kootenai  Tribal  Headquarters  in  Pablo,  and  on 
the  Internet  at  www.rpa-hln.com  or 
www.mdt.state.mt.us. 


Although  the  state  agency  has  rejected  all  other  alternatives  except  the  one  it  prefers,  this  doe 
that  the  land  exchange  is  guaranteed,  said  Gary  Hahn,  right-of-way  operations  manager  for  th< 
Helena. 

It  is  possible,  though  unlikely,  that  new  information  could  come  from  the  public  meeting  that  w 
transaction  completely,  for  example. 

Public  comment  will  be  accepted  through  Monday,  Dec.  15.  Address  comments  to  Mark  Lambre 
Peccia  and  Associates,  P.O.  Box  653  Helena,  MT  59604,  or  call  him  at  (406)  447-5000,  or  e-mj 
markl@rpa-hln.com. 


•  Laminate 

•  Hardwood 

Neffs'  Ftoorfng 

•  Area  Rugs 

1285  Sooth  Is 

•  Window  Coverings 
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•  Fabric 
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Public  Meeting  For  Land  Exchange  Between  MDT/  CSK 
Tribes 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  November  7,  2003 

For  further  inf oirmatioii,  contact: 
Loran  Frazier,   MDT   (406)  523-5800 
Susan  Kilcrease,   MDT   (406)  523-5800 
Greg  Hahn,   MDT   (406)  444-6200 
Jean  Riley,   MDT   (406)  444-6200 
Mark  Lambrecht,   RPA,    (406)  447-5000 

Public  Meeting  Set  for  Land  Exchange  between  Montana  Department  of 
Transportation  and  Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes 

The  Montana  Department  of  Transportation   (MDT)   is  conducting  a  public 
meeting  to  discuss  a  proposed  land  exchange  between  MDT  and  the 
Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes   (CSKT) .     The  land  exchange 
will  facilitate  MDT's  efforts  to  reconstruct  U.S.   Highway  North 
between  Evaro  and  Poison  and  implement  other  highway  projects. 

The  public  meeting  will  be  at  6pm,   Thursday,   December  4,   2003.  It 
will  be  held  at  the  St.   Ignatius  elementary  school  gymnasium  on  the 
corner  of  4th  and  Blaine  Streets  in  St.   Ignatius,  Montana. 

The  proposed  land  exchange  would  be  implemented  with  a  ledger  system 
whereby  MDT  would  identify  the  amount  and  value  of  lands  it  needs  for 
right-of-way  and  wetland  mitigation  within  the  Flathead  Indian 
Reservation  for  its  highway  projects.     The  CSKT  would  then  select 
lands  of  equivalent  dollar-value  from  MDT's  list  of  excess  properties 
for  acquisition  and  the  respective  properties  would  be  exchanged. 
The  ledger  of  MDT's  properties  and  their  values  would  be  kept  until 
MDT  completes  its  projects  within  the  Reservation  or  until  it 
transfers  all  of  the  following  properties  to  the  CSKT: 

Rank         Parcel  Name  Route/Mile  Location  Acres 

Appraised  Value 

1  Perma  Pictographs  MT  200/95  Government  Lot  3, 
S36,   T19N,   R24W              43.89  $57,057 

2  Perma  Quarry        MT  200/95  NE1/4NW1/4,   S36,   T19N,  R24W 
40.00  $235,000 

3  Perma  Lands /North  MT  200/95  Government  Lots  1,2,4 
&  NWl/4,   S36,   T19N,   R24W     129.46  $193,443 

4  Perma  Lands /South  MT  200/95  Government  Lots 
9,10,11,12  &  S1/2SE1/4;   Perma  Townsite  Lots  1,2,6  Block  1,   Lots  3-6 
Block  2,   Lots  6-8,    15-17  Block  5,   Lots  1-8  Block  6;   S36,   T19N,  R24W 
154.27  $257,500 

5  *Schley  Creek       US  93/11  SEl/4,   NEl/4,   S6,   T15N,  R19W 
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1.75  $5,000 

6  Schley  Gravel  Pit 
T15N,   R19W         1.05  $4,000 

7  Melita  Is.  Overlook 
$10, 000 

8  Round  Butte  Rd.#l 
$1, 000 

9  Round  Butte  Rd.#2 
$25,000 


US  93/11  SEl/4,   NEl/4,  S6, 

US  93/71  S26,   T24N,   R21W  3.44 

S211/7     S35,  T21N,   R21W  0.44 

S211/6.8  S2,   T20N,   R21W  0.90 


MDT/CSKT  Land  Exchange  News  Release 

Page  2 

11/7/03 


The  first  four  properties  on  the  excess  lands  list— near 
Perma,   Sanders  County— were  obtained  by  MDT  from  a  prior  land  exchange 
with  the  Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation. 
The  remaining  properties  on  the  list  were  acquired  by  MDT  in  the 
course  of  other  highway  projects. 

The  purpose  of  the  EA  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies,   public  groups  or  individuals  of  the  proposed 
action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have  a 
significant  effect  on  the  physical  or  human  environment. 

Copies  of  the  EA  are  available  for  review  at  the  following 
locations : 


MDT,   2701  Prospect  Avenue,   Helena,   MT  59620; 

CSKT,    PO  Box  278,   Highway  93  N,   Pablo,   MT  59855; 

Montana  State  Library,    1515  E  6th  Avenue,   Helena,   MT  59620; 

Sanders  County,   PO  Box  519,   Thompson  Falls,   MT  59873; 

Lake  County,    106  4th  Avenue  East,   Poison,   MT  59860;  and 

Missoula  County,    200  W.   Broadway,   Missoula,  MT  59802. 

This  dociiment  is  also  available  for  review  on  the  following  websites: 
www.rpa-hln.com  and  www.mdt.state.mt.us. 

For  more  information  or  to  comment  on  the  proposed  land  exchange, 
contact  Mark  Lambrecht  of  Robert  Peccia  &  Associates   (MDT  consultant) 
at  the  following  address: 


Mark  Lambrecht 

Robert  Peccia  and  Associates 
PO  Box  5653 
Helena,   MT  59604 
(406)  447-5000 
markl@rpa-hln . com 
www . rpa-hln . com 


Comments  on  the  EA  and  the  proposed  land  exchange  will  be  accepted 
through  Monday,  December  15,  2003. 

To  arrange  special  accommodations  for  disabilities,  call  MDT  at  (406) 
494-9600  or  TTY  (800)  335-7592. 
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Proposed  MDT/CSKT  Land  Exchange 
Public  Meeting  (12/4/03)— St.  Ignatius 
Attendance 

Name  Address  Phone/Email 


